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if J. would not' fake care of it 
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neſty enoiigh, 70 give me no- 
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mennions, but not enough 10 
lee bim om invading his 
Netghbour's Right, which [| 
muſt needs blame in him, tho 
/ Pave reaſon to think his Pur- 
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155 0 I KINGS xx. 11. WH 
; Tell him, let not him' that girdeth on his Harneſs, 
boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth it off. 


HE s E Words contain the wiſe Reply 
which the King of Jae! made to the 


moſt inſolent and unreaſonable Demands 
155 of Benbadad the King of Syria That 


Prince had beſieged Samaria, and reduced it to great 
ſtraits; and having ſent his Meſſengers (upon Aþab's de- 
fire, we may well preſume) to agree · upon the Terms, 
either of Peace or of Surrender, they told him, that 


his Gold, and Silver, his Wives and Children, even 


the goodlieſt of them, ſhould be at the diſpoſal of 
the King of Syria. The King of 1/rael, not know. 
ing how to help himſelf, ſent him a civil and ſubmiſ- 


five Anſwer, that all he had ſhould be at his A 
B an 
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and fgnified, he would become tributary to him, 


him from me, the Iſſue of War is very uncertain; 


* 
111 


and hold, as it were, all he had from him. This 
Eaſineſs and tame ſubmiſſion of Ahab, did but pro- 
voke the SHrian King to greater Inſolence, and by 
his next Meſſenger he demanded things abundantly 
more extravagant and hard than at firſt, Then, 
it ſeems, he would not be content with the King. 
Treaſure, but would ſend his Servants, and rifle 
the whole Cty, of whatever he found ſhould pleaſe 


him in it. Upon this, Ahab adviſes with his Elders 


and Counſellors (who were now concern'd a smuch. 


as he) what to doin this Extremity 3 for now, twas 


plain, the Syrian ſought not for Sovereignty alone, 
ut intended their utter Ruine and Deſtruction: 


His Council adviſed himunanimouſly, not to hearken 


to any ſuch unreaſonable extravagant Demands, but 
rather venture all that could happen, fince worſe 
than what was asked could hardly happen to them. 
Upon which Advice, the King takes heart, and ſends 
the Srian word, that what he had firſt engaged for, 
he would (till make good, but he could go no 
farther, Upon which Benhadad ſent again to him 
this proud imperious Menace, —T he Gods do ſo to me, 
and more alſo, if the 9 of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for 
handsful, for all the People that follow me. He threa- 

tens him, that tho' Samaria were a large City, yet 
ſhould it not be able to afford a handful of Duſt to 


Pj 


every one of his Soldiers, he would bring ſo many 


up againſt him. To which the King of [/-acl an- 
{wers only, in this wiſe Maxim, or Proverbial Speech,. 


Lell bim, I ſay, Let not him that girdeth on his Har- 


weſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth it o. Tell 
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tis time enongh to boaſt, when that appcars filecals. 


ful: There's many a one girds on his Armour, in 
great Gaiety and Pride, that has it pull'd off by 
his Enemy to make a Trophy of: Tis good, to 


kill the Beaſt, before we part his Skin; the Booty. 


muſt be taken; long betore it is divided ; bid, 
be wiſe, and fee the end of things, before he th ed 
ten ſach Deſtruction; he that puts off his Harnels is 


aſſur'd of Victory, whilſt he who puts it on, has 


many things to fear. This is the meaning of the 
King of Iraels Anſwer: And in it, as it Was occa- 


ſion d, there are theſe things obſervable, to our ad- 


vantage. Firſt, that great Power and Command 
makes Men, uſually, inſolent in their Behaviour, 
boundleſs in their Deſires, and very extravagant in 
their Demands. © But, Secondly, that a wiſe Man, 

who ſeriouſly conſiders what the Event of things 
may eaſily be, by the great variety of Accidents, not 
foreſeen, or not to be prevented, will moderate his 
' Deſires, purſue Ends that are reaſonable, and live 
in Juſtice, whatever hopes of Succeſs his PORE. 


Advantages may give him. 


1437 ; 8 pet 
115 132) 8: $68 £4 7 


Firſt, great Power way Can KR mah 


uſually, inſolent in their Behaviour, unreaſonable. | 


in their Defires, and extravagant in their Demands. . 
All Men have it, in their Will, to govern, and be 
abſolute 3 fe conſider the true Uſe of Power, 
or ule it "rightly when they have it. The true hd” 
of Power, 15 to. obtain their Will; but then their 
Will is evermore to intend ſome general good, or 
ſomething that is good for themſelves, bat by no 
means inconſiſtent with the general one. And _— 
B 2 ore 


| 
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A T hanksgiving Sermon, 9 


fore when more (who ſhould be benefited) are pre- 


judiced b wy particular exerciſe of Power, than 
* 


are benefited by it, tis manifeſt that Power is there 
abuſed. There's no Man living can be veſted with 
a Rightful Power of doing Injury and Miſchief, 
tis contary to the very End and Nature of it; for 


all Power is # God, and he himſelf has none of do- 
h 


ing wrong. The moſt arbitrary Prince in the World, 
is as unjuſt, when he exerciſes his Power to the pre- 


- Judice of his Subiects, as the moſt limited one, when 


he tranſgreſſes expreſs Laws made for their Security: 
For the good of Subjects is as much intended and ſup- 
poſed, in arbitrary, as in limited Governments; 
only the means of Redreſs are not the ſame, but 
differ, according to their Conſtitutions. The Sub- 
jets have tied themſelves, not to withſtand the 
Power that is certainly exercis'd to their Miſchief, 
in one caſe; but the Prince is nevertheleſs faulty, 
tho unaccountable; the end of Government is the 
good of Mankind, and that is the Obligation of all 
Rulers, and whoever diſcharges not that, offends 
againſt both God and Man, tho' God alone may pu- 
niſh him. An Exemption from Puniſhment, does 
not alter the nature of Offences. A Prince may be 
as great a Tyrant in Tyrky, as in England, tho the 
one governs by his Will, and the other by known 
Laws : Becauſe the end of both Governments is the 
ſame, namely, their good. And Laws are but as fo 
many particular Determinations of People, to pro- 
cure the Publick Good, by ſuch and ſuch means; 
which, in arbitrary Governments, is left to the Will 


of their Princes, and whom they pleaſe to uſe. $0 


that tis manifeſt, there neither is, nor can be, any 
Z Power 


„ 


Peach September 7th: T- 
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ed for the Publick Good, and ſuppoſes that will 
follow. . 1 


But be the End of Power what it will, and ne- 
ver ſo good; we ſee, by Obſervation and Experi- 
ence, the more uncontrolled Power any Prince has, 
the more Miſchief he generally does with it; the 
worſer he uſes his own People, the readier he is to 


injure and inſult his Neighbours : So that the Abuſe 


of Power is almoſt as. natural, as the Deſire of it ; 


there being very few that look beyond themſelves, 


and the gratification of their own Deſires 3 account- 
ing . hat to be the Publick Good which they aim 
a and own publickly, tho never ſo deſt ructive 
or it. | 


But the Miſchief reſts not at Home; twere 
well enough, if they alone, who are unhappily ſub- 
jected to this lawleſs Government, were miſerable 
by themſelves, and wore the Bonds they tamel 

choſe to put upon their own Arms. But it ſpreads 
like Infection, and is the Cauſe of all its Neighbours 
Miſchiefs 3 it nales War cheap, which is the Parent 
of all Evils. *Tis in the Hands of a Man that 1s 
cholerick, proud, and haughty, covetous or ambi- 
tious, under the Dominion of one, or many, fooliſh 
or wicked Paſſhons— Tis in this Man's Hands 
to raiſe Armies, and maintain them, as long as he 
pleaſes; tis in his Power to oppreſs, pillage, and 
rob, his own Subjects, in order to the oppreſſing, 
pillaging, and ruining of thoſe, whom either his 


vain Ambition, Cruelty, or Revenge, has made Ny 


Power committed to any Man, but what is intend- 


— a= 


' A Thankegiving Sermon, &, 


call his Enemies. This is one of the ſaddeſt Effect; 
of Arbitrary Power, that it makes War cheap, and 


reſolves it caſily into the determination of every 


Paſſion, a weak or wicked Prince may be ſubje& 
to. It puts it into his Power to diſturb his own 


Country, and every one's elſe beſides ; for if he 
were not abſolute at Home, he could do no great 


Miſchief Abroad. It is not certain, that the grow. 
ing abſolute of one Prince, would juſtify another 


' Prince's making War upon him, to prevent it; 


but tis certain that nine in ten of the Occaſions of 
Princes warring with one another, are not ſo truly 
reaſonable as this, Tis more ſuſpicious, and more 
hazardous, than building either new Forts, or Store 
of new Ships, or raiſing new Armies: He has it in 
his Power to do what Miſchief a whole Nation is 
capable of doing. 


And this is one of the Excellencies of our own 


Government, that tho' for wiſe and good Reaſons, 
the Power of making War and Peace, is put into 


our Prince's Hands, yet they can neither be laſting, 


nor of great moment, unleſs the Wiſdom of our 
Nation find them uſeful and neceſſary; by which 
means, we are neither arbitrarily to be oppreſs'd at 
Home, nor eafily brought to make unjuſt Wars 
Abroad, to ſupport Ambition, Vain-glory, Revenge, 
or Cruelty : None of which Miſchiefs are to be 
avoided under Arbitrary Governments, where the 
Will of one determines all. Fn 


| ax i There is nodking to be aid to all this, but, that 


Arbitrary Princes have Reaſon and Underſtanding | 


like 


- 
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like other Men, and that it is their Intereſt to have 
their Subjects rich, and to ſpare their Lives, and 
therefore, that, without neceſſity, they will neither 
deprive them of their Wealth, nor throw away their 
Lives cheaply. And to this, the Experience of the 
whole World to the contrary, oppoſes it ſelf: There 
being nothing plainer, than that they are extra- 
vagantly laviſh, both of the Lives and Fortunes of 
their Subjects. They never care to have their Peo- 
ple rich, (as Riches make them happy, and live 
eaſily) but that #hey may be enriched with their 
Spoils, whenever there is Occaſion. And in all ſach 
Countries, tis almoſt as dangerons to be very rich, 
as to practiſe againſt the Government, and frequent- 
ly as fatal: It has coſt many a Man his Life in the 
Eaſt, And let a Man in France, that neither re- 
tains to Court or Camp, be known to be wealthy, 


and he ſhall quickly be conſtrained either to lend, . 


or give, till he be brought to the ſize of other Peo- 


ple; whereas, with Us, a Man may be known to 


abound in Money, Goods, and Eſtate, to the great- 
eſt degree, and fare no worſe than the poor- 
eſt Man in all the Neighbourhood, in his Propor- 


tion: We have no ſuch thing as giving or lending 
againſt our Will, which is a great, but juſt, piece of 


liberty. In a Word, all the Advantages of Arbi- 
trary Government, may be numbred up 1n a ſhort 
Line, but all the World can ſcarcely hold its Miſ- 
chiefs : Tis this that impoveriſhes its own Country, 
and troubles the Peace of its Neighbours ; to this 
we owe ſo many unjuſt Invaſions, Deſolations of 
Kingdoms, and all the Barbarities of War, that fill 
the World with ſo much Miſery and NO a 
5 0 | 1 hen 
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When a Prince finds himſelf obliged Cas in all 
limited mixt Governments it is) to live by the Rules 


of Honour and true Juſtice, to adviſe with Men 


diſintereſted, and diſpaſſionate, in all Affairs of mo- 
ment, and tied to govern by known Laws (the hap. 


- 5 force a Man can poſſibly be under) he quick- 
7 


ſees his Intereſt lies at Home, to make himſelf 
and People happy; and is under no Temptation of 
making unneceſſary Wars, either to employ his bold 
and active Spirits that might otherwiſe diſturb his 
Reign, or turn his Subjects Eyes from marking his 
Miſcarriages at -Home; for he who governs righte- 
ouſly and legally, has nothing to fear from his Peo- 
ple. But when a. Prince is entirely at liberty, 
conſults his own Inclinations only, or with ſuch 
Counſellors alone, as know them well, but dare not 
diſapprove them; has no regard to Juſtice or Ho- 
nour, bat thinks himſelf the Rule and Standard of 


both, and ſees his Subjects Lives and Fortunes at his 


Foot Every Paſſion this Man has (tis evident) may 
ſtand for Reaſon, raiſe Taxes, and ſend out Armies, 
when, and wherever, thoſe blind Guides direct 


Il account my ſelf never out of the Way, when 1 
am ſpeaking againſt 'a Government, that is only to 


be truſted in the Hands of God Almighty, whoſe 
infinite Goodneſs, unerring Juſtice, and all-ſeeing 
Wiſdom, make him incapable of injuring any 
of his Creatures; but which, in Man's Hands, is 
fruitful of a Million of Diſorders, Miſchiefs, and 
all fort of Evils; and which hath troubled 8 

5 5 


ws : Preach'd September 7th. 1704. 


* 


and all Europe for a great while; and hath, at the 


bottom, occaſion' d all the expence of Treaſure and 
Blood, we have been at, for more than forty Years, 


| ſelves. 8225 


either in aſſiſting our Neighbours, or defending our 


Whilſt France was govern'd by its Kings and Par- 


laments (as ours) it was as quiet and inoffenſive a 
Neighbour as any other : But when it loſt its Liber- 
ties, and came entirely into the diſpoſal of its 


Princes, it became juſt as troubleſome and vexatious 


to its Neighbours, as the Humour of its Princes 
pleaſed to make it : And has ever fince been inſtru- 
mental only to Blood and Rapine 3 a formidable 
Power, ſent out to execute the Orders of what- 
ever evil Paſſion governs its Prince ; ſometimes to 
conquer Countries, to which, he vow'd with all ſo- 
lemnity, before God in Heaven, and God (he 
thought) upon the Altar; before all Saints, and in 


the Face of all the Courts of Juſtice, that he would 


make no Claim, but renounced all Right he ever 
might have had to them: And ſometimes to cha- 
ſtize a whole offenceleſs Country, for ſome imagina- 
ry Affront, or for retarding him in his Race of Glo- 
ry ; ſometimes, to ruine more than a Million of his 
own People, becauſe they cou not ſee with his 
Eyes, and underſtand with his Underſtanding, in 
matters of Everlaſting Conſequence, and where the 


Example of all the Kings of the World will juſtify 


no Mans Error. Theſe, and all other his Attempts, 
as well as that at preſent, are owing purely to that 
boundleſs Power he finds he Exerciſes ſafely amon 
his own People; for were the Government lodg 


CG in 
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have fallen, beſides our ſelves, 


in any other hands, that were to determine theſe 
great matters, it were utterly impoſſible that ſo 
much Miſery ſhould be endured at home, or ſo much 
Miſchief done abroad. No ten wiſe Men in all that 


Kingdom, were they at their Liberty, would either 
adviſe, or aſſiſt, ſuch Enterprizes, as empty all their 


Treaſures, and deſtroy the Lives of ſo many good 
Subjects, continually, for nothing, but to gratify the 
Ambition, or the Revenge of their Monarch : 'Tis 
all the effect of arbitrary uncontroll'd Power, un- 


happily plac'd in the hands of a vain Man, and nou. 


riſh'd by a Train of unaccountable Succeſſes. This 
is the Parent of that Inſolence with which he treats | 
the World ; of thoſe extravagant Demands he makes; 
and of thoſe unbounded Deſires with which he pur- 
ſues the Enlargement of his Dominion. And this 
I was led to ſpeak to, from the Example of that 
haughty and yain-glorious Prince, concern d in the 
Text, whoſe Power exalted him to Inſolence and 


| Madneſs, and made him demand Submiſſion ſo ex- 


travagant and ſenſeleſs, as turn d to his Deſtruction: 
And I the rather choſe to inſiſt upon the Miſchiefs 
of this ſort of Government, that we might ſee, and 
better taſt the Happineſs of our own, and be more 
thankful to God for it, and the more careful to pre- 
ſerve it, in that dudFemperament in which it ſtands ; 
without endeavouring either to exalt, or to abaſe 
the Princely Power; by which our Governour may 
neither be (according to the Fable) a Stork, nor yet 
a Log; i. e. may neither be uſeleſs by too little 
Power, nor miſchevous, by too much; the Ex- 
tream, into which almoſt all the Kingdoms of Europe 
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Let us now ſee; in the" ſecond place, to the other 


thing, which is ſo obſervable from the Hiſtory, and 


” 
* 
FF. « 


the Anſwer,; which the King of ae made to Ber- 


hadad , and that is, That a wit Man who ſeriouſly 


conſiders, what, the. Event of things may eaſily be, 


not to be prevented, will moderate his Deſires, pur- 
ſue Ends that are reaſonable, and live in Juſtice, 
whatever Hopes his Advantages may at preſent give 
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Years of Obſervation, muſt needs perceive (and feel 
in part) that all things in it are ſubject to Viciſli- 
tude and Change: That there is ſuch Uncertaint 
in them, that one can intend and deten nochin 
future, without foreſeeing a great many Accidents 


that may defeat our Expectation, and apprehending 


many more: That as ſoon as we have formed any 
Project, tho never ſo juſt and honeſt, our very next 
Thought is employ'd, in trying to prevent a Difap- 
pointment; And that no Care, no Wiſdom is 
Efficient to ſecure our End, but there will ariſe 
more than a Probability of our miſcarrying. And 
therefore that all a Man can do in this World, is 
to intend things juſt and fitting, honeſt and credi- 
table, and to pitch on Means that are in Reaſon 
right and proper, and leave the Iſſue in the hands 
of God; for, what it ſhall be, no Man living can an- 


by tlie great variety of Accidents, not foreſeen, or 


They who have livd in the World, to any 


47 


ſwer. We muſt indeed intend a certain Iſſue, anld 


reaſonable Agents cannot well do otherwiſe; but a 
certain Iſſue is not iu our Power, we are therefore 
5 C2. Sully 
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only ro take care, that we neither pitch upon ſuch 


an End, nor try to compaſs it by ſuch Meant, as, up- 
on a Diſappointment, will either give us Shame or 
Grief; our Virtue ſhall not be queſtion'd for our 


| Defign, nor our Diſcretion for the Mayr we took to 
bring it about. This is all we have to do, and 


all that we can do: And whoever does not this, 
will be always blamed, both by himſelf, and all o. 


* 


The only Temptation to forego this cautions, 
wiſe, and juſt way of proceeding, is, that Men new 


and then ſucceed in their moſt unjuſt Enterpriſes, and 


then neither value nor think of Accidents, Uncer- 
tainties, or Change, or Chance. This is ſure, but 
this is not ground enough for any*wiſe Man's venture. 


A Man muſt take the whole of Things together, to 


meaſure his Wiſdom or Happineſs by; a Man may 
draw'blind-fold, the Lot he would have choſen 
with both his Eyes, and Underſtanding ; but then 
he owes it to chance, and values not his Wiſdom, 
or Choice, in the Purchaſe, and knows, moreover, 
that a Lottery is one of the unlikelieſt Ways in the 
Weld: of growing rich, oo HD 


Succeſs, indeed, in one bad Enterprize, is a Temp- 


tation to another; but 2 Temptation is ſeldom a 
good Reaſon; eſpecially if that Succeſs it ſelf was 
accidental, as it uſually is; and I am now ſpeaking 


of what a Man ſhould do, who reaſons and con- 


ſiders; and there, I ſay, that nothing but what is 
. Jaſtand right, ſhould be depended on, becauſe there 
are. more Diſappointments'than Succeſſes happen to 


any 
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moſt likely to befal him. 


Now, as War is one of the moſt complicated Af. 


fairs in the World, and takes in the 'Confiderati- 
on of an Infinity of Particulars,” and conſequently, 
muſt, depend upon numberleſs Uncertainties and 
Accidents, ſo it ought to be undertaken with the 
greateſt Deliberation, and manag'd with the greateſt 
Circumſpection; its Succeſſes are to be uſed with 
the greateſt Moderation and Humanity, its Loſſes 


born with the greateſt Fortitude and Patiene. 


, Fortune, Wn OT all, according to | 
thens, was repreſented blind; and Victory had Wings ; 
and the? ſome Generals chain d her to their Chariots, 


yet this was in Picture -only, and done with great | 


Vanity, for ſhe was never, willing'or unwilling, ſted- 
faſt always to any one fide, but Altittered up and 
down with great Uncertainty : We Chriſtians know 
of no ſuch things as Chance and Fortune, but know 
that God above governs the World, and diſpoſes 
well of all Events: But Providence, i. e. his way of 
ordering and diſpoſing them, ſeems to us, ſo va- 
rying and uncertain, 7. e. we know ſo little of it, 
that for want of a more proper Name, we call it 


Chance and Fortune ; but we only mean, thereby to 


ſet forth our own Ignorance of God's diſpoſal of 
Affairs. But, however, the ſame Uncertainty” and 
Inſtability of all things, 'appearing by the Events 


to us, as did to them, we are to make the ſame 


uſe that they intended by thoſe Emblems z which was, 
That People ſhould-neither wax inſolent under 1 
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ceſs, nor yet deſpaig under Loſs and Diſappointment, 

ſince all things were ſo ſubjeck to change, and might 
conſequently change from bad to good, as from 
good to bad. It was a very wiſe Saying, and fre- 

quently in- the Mouth of our late King, That Cam. 
paigus do not always 'entl; as they begin. The Obſer. 
vation of Which kept him ſtill-in good Temper, nei. 
ther haughty nor deſponding 3 neither apt to refuſe 
good Terms, nor to ask unreaſonable ones: A thing 


Jo common, that one may ſay, Succeſs. has hurt 


more than it has profited, by elating ſo the Mind, 
that it has over - look H all Reaſon, ; and by extrava. 
gant Demands, has loſt its true Advantages, and 
thrown the Adverſary upon other Meaſures. For 
he who demands Things unreaſonable, teaches Men 
to deny what Tight be fit to grant: As he who de- 

nies Things xegſonable, teaches Men to ask Things 

thay were nat ſo before. We need not go out of 
e e fot Examples of both theſe 

— 97 2: 939086) j 


The Turks, not many Tears ago, upon the great 
Succeſſes of the, German Emperor, proffered ſuch 
Terms of; Reacerras; werte exceeding honourable and 
advantageous to the Chriſtians ; but Succeſs had ſo 
exalted them, that they would none of them, but 
on Conditions, that could not, they knew, be com- 
plied wich; the following Campaigns; taught. them 
better, and, they were glad, of Peace upon much 
worſe Terms; the loſs, of a very great City, and 
a great Tract of Country round it, which they 
might otherwiſe have kept. is fit, that every 
thing inſulting and unreaſonable ſhould be fo ſerv d, 
142 5 md 


— 


oy 


— 1 Fong Bog — — 
* 
* FA 
U 


e 4 2 
| " . 
F : Sq S f 4 n 
# 


"Preach d September 


F 
— 
wr, of 


rr 4 . bg 
ne % —‘᷑nꝛ 


— — 


and that they who are blinded by their good- 


fortune, ſhould alſo be miſled by her, and taught 
to be more wiſe and moderate, by loſs, and by Re- 
pentance. He who asks an unreaſonable Rent (to 


mix ſmall things with great) for his Houſe ,, will 


have it, you know, ſtand. ſo much longer empty, 
which uſually brings the matter, tho not the Man, 
to ; 8 .'̃é CY 5 
. CC 42h 9 „ Hy ery pain Fe rf +: is 24 
| The other Inſtance is of a Prince, with whom we. 
are juſt now concern d, Who having Offers made, 
both Safe, and Honourable, and Advantageous, is, 
by refuſing them, to all appearance ruin'd ; at leaſt 


for ſome Tears; and (which is worſe; by a great. 


deal) has already ruin'd oſt of his People. and 
Country; though, I confeſs, ſtr: 

look. rather like. juſt Ifauationg, than the effects of 
bare Inconſiderateneſs; for what can be more rea- 
ſonable, than that they who prefer a private Hu- 
mour, or a private Intereſt, to the, publick good of 
their Country, ſhould ſuffer-all Extremities ö but, if 


7 « 


it could, be, by themſelves ? Though now, unhap- 
EIN < LAID PE | WT , 14 I . 2.64 : 
pily, the Country ſuffers more than he; which, were 


it poſſible to be avoided, ſhould. But that's the 
unhappineſs of all Relations, they muſt be puniſh'q 
for anothers ſake, in hopes that the concern, for 
them, will Leſtrain Men from ſuch Actions, as will 
bring miſchief (they know) on thoſe, whom they 
are bound to love, and look after, and preſerve 


from all Evil; and the Relation betwixt a Prince 
and his Country, being the ſame with that of Huſ- 


band and Wife, or Father and Children, the one is 
intended to be puniſn d in the Afflictions of E o- 
43 | LE. ther. 
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ther. But (to return) both theſe Princes, the one 


in making extravagant Demands, the other in refu- 
ſing very fair and reaſonable ones, ſeem to have lit- 
tle thought upon, or to have quite forgatten, the' 
uncertainties of War, and the many little accidents 


. 


on which the Succeſs of Battles depends. 


And thus it was with Benhadlad, the | King of 9. 


ria, he had reduc'd the King of 1/rae! to Extremity, 


and offered him then very hard Terms, which yet 
were accepted; but then his Inſolence and Madneſs. 
would impoſe much harder, and that reduced him 
to Deſpair; and that Deſpair excited more Courage 


and Reſolution, than any thing reaſonable could 


do; and God came in, and interpos d, and curb'd 
the extravagance of that haughty Prince, and brought 
him to intercede, with the deſpized Adverſary, e- 
ven for his Life, And then, I ſuppoſe, he ſaw the 
wiſdom of King Ahabs Caution, Let not hint that 
girdeth on his Armour, boaſt himſelf as he who putteth 
it of: A great many Accidents happen betwixt the 
girding on, and the Fs off a Mans Armour. 
Sometimes he is forc'd to fly away with it, ſome- 
times he is wounded in it, ſometimes he is ſtripp'd 
of it whilſt Living, and ſometimes Dead, and ne- 
ver ſees it put off. This is but the Figure, but the 
meaning in general, is (as we have ſeen) that they 
who begip War, know not where it will end, and 
therefore ſhould be cautious how they enter, and 

know when to put up the Sword in time, and not 
be betraid by a little Succeſs, to carry things on un- 
reaſonably. % 5 
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We have ſeen, in our Time (we have ſeen indeed 
nothing elſe but) a Great Kings Ambition troubling 
the Peace of all the World, for more than forty: 
years: tempted by a moſt diſaſtrous Con junction 
of Weak; Voluptuous, and Ill-governed Princes, 
his Contemporaries, to raiſe what Armies, and to 
ſend them where · ever, he pleas d; Invading, Waſt- 
ing, and Inſulting, all who were unhappily within 
his Reach; inſomuch that the whole Chriſtian World, 
who had for five or ſix hundred years reckond, and 
call d, the Tur, the Common Enemy, have, of long 
time, with one conſent, tranſlated that abhorr'd Ti- 
_ tle, to Him. And, after all, what are the fruits of 
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ver gotten, for ſo ſmall Advantages. - What are the 
Accefſions made to France, that are equal to ſuch an 
Immenſe Treaſure, and ſuch: a multitude of his Sub- 


all this Perſidy and Violence? So ill a Fame was ne- 


jects Lives, as they have coſt him? I think no Hi - 


ſtory can readily afford us ſuch another Inſtance. 


That a Prince who was abſolute Maſter, of one of 


the fineſt Kingdoms in the Earth, and had a People 
ſo active, and fo flaviſhly ſubmiſſive to all his Or- 
ders, who hath rais d ſuch numerous Armies, which 


have fought ſo many Battles, taken ſo many Towns, 


and waſted fo many Countries, ſhould, at laſt, have 
ſo little to ſnew for it. He has, like Creatures of 
voracions Appetite, but ill Digeſtion, ſwallowed 
down much, but been conftrain'd to give it up a- 
gain. The Emperor, with all his Poverty and Weak- 


neſs, hath gain d, and kept, five times more Coun- 


try and Advantages than he, within the compaſs of 
twenty years; and might —_ had much more, had 
ls TT he 
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he (asI obſervd before) but been more reaſonable 
in his Demands; and might moreover have had 
what he has, without any danger or' diſturbance, 
had he but learn'd that Leſſon, that is, it ſeems, ſo 
hard for Princes to learn, (though Reaſon, Intereſt, 
and Conſcience teach them nothing elſe) namely, to 
love his People, and leave them to their juſt and 
ancient Liberties. * I cannot think, but that both 
Friends and Enemies are equally to beblamed, whoſe 
Subjects live miſerably; and I ſee an Inſtance alſo 
here, of what I have before remark'd, that they 
who with-hold, and deny things reaſonable, put 
People in the way of asking things - unreaſonable ; 
which ſeems, at preſent, the caſe of the Hungari- 
aus, with reſpect to their Sovereign. But this a lit- 
tle by the way, when I was ſeeking what were the 


viſible fruits of ſuch a long continued violence of 


War, as France hath exerciſed on all her Neigh. 
bours ; and he who looks into a Map, may quickly 
ſee that every foot of Ground, hath coſt him moſt 
extravagant ly dear; it hath coſt him the empoveriſh- 
ment of his own Kingdom, as well by the extirpation 
of a Million, at leaſt, of his Proteſtant Subjects, as by 
the Death of ſome hundreds of thouſands of his Sol- 
diers, and hath raiſed him up the Enmity and Ha- 


tred of all the World about him; and the End ir not 


yet + He hath not yet put off his Armour, he hath 


occaſion ſtill, to think of Ahabs Maxim in the Text: 


his Land requires its Tillers, his Vines their Pruners, 
and his Trade calls for thoſe labouring Hands, that 


are now waſting in unprofitable and deſtructive 


Wars, 


Let 


* 
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Let them call this Country Happy, and this Go- 
vernment Good, who meaſure out a Countries Hap- 
pineſs, by the Splendor of a Luxurious Court, the 
gliſtrings of the Soldiery, and the Equipage of ſome 
great State-Officers, Who are, it may be, not one, 
to five thouſand of thoſe who live moſt miſerably 
and poorly. 27 Happineſs to ze, who think a 
Kingdoms Happineſs, conſiſts in the Happineſs of 
Prince and People both together. 269% = a 


This great Oppreſſour both of his own, and other 
People, has at length it ſeems, obtain'd the end he 
always ſought for, the poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Go- 
verument. But is that peaceable, or like to be ſo? 
Has it not raiſed him ſuch an Oppoſition, that he 
knows not what to do withal? Were it, in truth, 
as much the intereſt of the World, to be reveng'd 
on Spain, for its ſo pittiful and vile ſubmiſſion to its 
Yoak, as it is to ſecure it ſelf againſt the tyranny 
of France, nothing could be better done, than leav- 
ing that wretched People to enjoy their New Ma- 
ſters; but as it is, Intereſt, Honour, and Security 
of themſelves, have raiſed him as many Enemies as 
the Conjunction of thoſe two Monarchies can make ; 
and what will be the Iſſue, no Man living can cer- 
tainly tell, but in all likelyhood, this unreaſonable 
Graſp, which fills his Hands too full, will make his 
Hold leſs ſure by a great deal, ſo that, that which 
he thinks the Crown of. all his Labours, is likely e- 
nough to weigh bim down, and to compleat his 
Kuine. And the great Succeſs, with which it hath 
| Pleaſed God to bleſs his Enemies (and which oc- 
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caſions our aſſembling here at this time) is a moſt 
promifing Preſage, that the day of his Humiliation 
is at hand: He never had ſo much to do, with 6 


little ability of doing it, ſince he began to trouble 


Europe: Nor has he ever received ſo great a Blow 


as now, when he is, leſs than ever, able to bear it. 


If that good Spirit, Unity, and Conduct, that has 


lately appear ' d, go on with us a little farther, the 


oldeſt of us all, may live to ſee the foundations of 
ſuch a Peace and Security laid, that it ſhall not be 


in the Power of this ambitious Prince, to diſturb 


He hath loſt (by utterly undoing him) the only 
Prince that could be brought to fight under his 
Banners 3 his Friend(bip is as fatal, as his Enmity; 
and that, I hope, will be a laſting fruit of this great 
Victory, that all the Princes of the World will open 
their Eyes upon the ſad Examples his deſtructive 
Alliance has lately made; and let him fight his un- 
juſt Battles by himſelf. One may very well apply 
on this occaſion, the Meſſage of the King of Aria, 
to the King of Judah, to thoſe undone Princes, who 
have unhappily joyn d Hands with, and depended 


on the Power of France. What Confidence is this, 


wherein thou truſteſt? Thou ſayeſt (but they are but 
vain Words ) I have Counſel and Strength for the War, 


nom on whom doſt thou truſt £ Behold thou truſteſt up- 
on the Staff of this bruiſed Reed, even upon Egypt, 


on which if a Man lean, it will go into his Hand, 


and pierce it; ſo is Pharaoh King of Egypt, to al 
that truſt on him. I believe it is as plain to all Conſi- 
dering People, that he was the ruine of our late unhappy 


ing, 
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King, as it is viſible to Men that have their Senſes, 
that he has now ruined the two Electoral Brothers ; 
though not by the ſame Methods, yet by the Conſe- 
quences of a like Alliance, Conjunction and Friend- 
frip e . 


- Some are dazzled with the Luſtre of that Power, 
that ruling by an Army gives, and like the Exam- 
ple ſtrangely ; others are caught by the Profuſion 
of that Wealth, that Arbitrary Princes only can af. 
ford, becauſe they feel not, or regard not, the Mi- 
ſery of their People, whoſe Lives and Labours muſt 
ſupply that Bounty, But ſuch Examples ſhould, me- 
thinks, have ſome Iaſtruction alſo in them; and the 
Concluſion make the laſt Impreſſion on the Mind, 
and what that is, the whole World ſees, and won- 
ders at: Three Examples in one Reign, one may 
well hope, will be all. ” 


If I have ſhewn, that Arbitrary Power has been 
the curſed Root, from whence moſt of the Wars 
that have afflicted Europe, during our Time, have 
ſprung ; by enabling a Prince of unmeaſurable Am- 
bition, to raiſe what Armies he thought fit, and to 
maintain them, by laying what Exorbitant Taxes 
he thought fit, upon his on People, to invade what 
Countries he pleas d, to defolate what Provinces, 
to ſack what Cities, to inſult what States, his Vain- 
glory or Revenge ſuggeſted to him, and to make 
what high extravagant Demands he would; and that, 
by a narural ſort of Juſtice, all this has turn'd to 
Diſad vantage, diſabled his own People from afford- 
ing the Aſſiſtance he at laſt wants, and arm'd the 
| | mignhtieſt 
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mightieſt Powers of Europe againſt him, who have 


already broken his greateſt Strength to pieces, and 


are in the way of gathering niore and more Fruits 
of this great Victory. If I have done this, I have 
done what I principally intended, namely, proved 
to you, that nothing but gates, Honeſty, and true 
Honour, can be laſtingly depended on; that nothing 
beſides can make a Victory reliſh well, or bear De- 


feats and Diſappointments. And the ſame that Ju- 


Nice and true Honour are to Kingdoms and great 
States, are Virtue, Honeſty, and Fair-dealing, to 
private People, The Power of doing Miſchief, and 
the Opportunities of gaining by Injuſtice, are but. 
ſo many infidious Ways, by which vain Men are 
tempted to Deſtruction; but he that js wiſe and 
honeſt, overlooks them all, and will conſider what 
may happen, not truſting to Succeſs, but to the 
End he aims at, and the Means he pitches on, what- 
ever be the Iſſue; for the Iſſue makes neither Man 


nor Cauſe the better, but only happier, or unhap- 


pier, with reſpect to the Affairs of this World. 
And I ſhall not think I have quite forgotten the 
Buſineſs of this Day, if I have ſhewed you, by the 
way, the Occaſion of this War, the Grounds of our 
Confederacy, the Importance of this Victory, and the 
great likelyhood of our gathering more and more 
Fruits from it; for by theſe Means, you will have 
ſeen, what reaſon we have to give God Thanks for 


it. And Iam theleſsconcern'd, becauſe we are only 


to do, this Day, by Authority, in Publick, with 

one conſent, what, I dare ſay, every good Ergliſh- 

mam hath done already in his Heart, over and over, 

by himſelf, of his own accord, namely, 1 
| - 0 
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God Thanks for the great Succeſs he hath been 
7 rhe oaks 33 


pleaſed to give us. 


We have neither Friend, nor Enemy, abroad, that 


will once imagine, any Engliſo Mar, of the Reform 


ed Religion, can be. diſpleaſed at ſuch a Victory: 
And they would wonder much, if we at home, 
ſhould' let them know, we had: Eſpecially when 
King William had no hand in it; for that perhaps, 
with them, might have diſturb d the Joy of any 
Triumph. 533777 ins bn phe nmr ri 
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They are, indeed, very unfortunate, who mourn 
on theſe occaſions, which promiſe an Eſtabliſnment 
to the Religion of the Country, the Security of 
our Laws and Liberties under the beſt of Con- 
ſtitutions, which lay Foundations of a laſting Peace, 
that we may reap the Fruits of a wiſe and righteous 
Adminiſtration, under the happy Government. of a 
moſt Excellent, and Virtuous, and Religious Prin- 
| ceſs : That have ſo gloriouſly maintain'd the Ho- 
nour of the Exgliſh Arms, diſcover d to new, and, 
as it were, unknown Countries, ſuch Courage and 
ſuch Conduct, in our General, Officers, and Sol- 
diers, and ſo good Diſcipline withal, that they were 
both amaz'd, and pleas'd, and redeem'd at the ſame 


time. Theſe things merit the beſt Sacrifice that we 


can offer ap, of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, not only 
ſolemn, but ſincere, fur we have truly never had a 
greater, nor more juſt Occaſion, in our memory. 


And 
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And as we owe him Praiſe, © 

. bother Mercies, ſo let us pray him, o& bis” Goode 
. ſtill to have our Queen under his e Favour aud 

| Protection; that her Reign may be a long and "hk 

| ——_— to theſe Nation 3 to. preſerve,” for h 
| and our fakes; our General, Wiſe, and Bis 
5 and Fortunate; our Officers, as Valiant and Intre. 
pid ; and our Soldiers, as Couragious and Obedient, 

' as they have hitherto been; and bring them home 

in Honour and in Safety to their Native 
there to receive the Bleſſings and Rewards of ſuch 
15 aus venture Life and all they have, in the Defence 
of their Religion, and their Nation. / 1h 
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